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theless, it Is certain that upon his return to Peking
he persuaded the Empress Dowager to accept them
and to rely henceforward upon the good faith and
disinterested friendship of Russia. After the Boxer
rising in 1900, Her Majesty, at all events, made good
use of that friendship, saving her own Imperial
dignity and the heads of several of her kinsmen by
virtue thereof, so that, as far as the Manchus were
concerned, Li's policy was justified. For himself
and his diplomacy, his relations with the world
in general were greatly simplified, after Russia's
occupation of Port Arthur in the winter of 1897,
by allowing her to become the paramount Power at
Peking and to head off all other Powers in their
designs and demands upon the Sick Man's Estate.
He probably realised before he died in 1901 that
King Log was likely to prove quite as hard a task-
master as King Stork, and that interest was accumu-
lating at a ruinous rate on Russia's advances of
friendly co-operation; but it is safe to say that he
could never have anticipated that the crass ignor-
ance and incapacity of the rulers of China would
have brought about the situation which has gradually
developed within the last few years, or foretold the
spoliation of China, by virtue of a working agree-
ment between Russia and Japan. There could be
no better testimony to the foresight and shrewdness
of Li Hung-chang than the rapid decline of China's
fortunes since his death. The blear-eyed ineptitude
of the fossilised mandarins who directed the nation's
affairs after the passing of Tzu Hsi, afforded Japanese
diplomacy opportunities which could never have been
realised had Li remained to direct China's foreign
relations.